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mother, a versatile lady of Khilji extraction, well-versed in classi-
cal Hindustani music. She christened her son Mulla Bayazid in
deference to a family teacher who gave her instruction in religion
and fine arts. Baz Bahadur was a title Bayazid gave himself on
ascending the throne. From his childhood, Bayazid displayed an
extraordinary facility in reciting the Quran. His aptitude for
music was spotted early by Shujat Khan, who arranged for him
to join the select band of promising singers at the court of
Muhammad Shah AdiL* Tansen was one of that group. Bayazid5 s
progress was remarkable, and soon rose to the rank of an ustad.
He became famous throughout Malwa for his soul-stirring ren-
derings of the complex ragas and ragnis. Not only was he a noted
vocalist, but a front-rank instrumentalist as well. His performances
on the tabla won high praise from Adali himself.
A man of considerable learning, Bayazid later in life composed
a volume of love songs in Hindi which became popular throughout
central India. Even to this day, his compositions are sung at festi-
vals at Indore, Gwalior, Bhopal and other cultural centres in the
region. His intense love for Rupmati became a legend in his life-
time, and served to arouse Akbar's jealousy. To possess Rupmati
became for him an obsession too strong to overpower.
Outwardly, wars are waged over causes, seldom over women.
So Akbar decided to mount an invasion of Malwa to "rid the
country of the injustices committed by its ruler." Abul Fazl does
the diabolical act of calling Baz Bahadur "a scoundrel who lived
in the fool's paradise of a drunkard," and goes on to say:
This man did not concern himself with public affairs. He was
immersed in brutal follies and bestial pleasures* The cup was
his constant companion. He drank continually without dis-
tinguishing night from day or day from night. Music and melo-
dy, which the wise and farsighted have employed at times as a
means of lightening the over-burdened mind, were regarded by
this degenerate as serious business, and he spent on them all his
precious hours. In the arrogance of infatuation, he wrought
works of inauspiciousness, and brought incalculable misery on
the poverty-stricken people of his state.
* Muhammad Shah Adil, popularly known as Adali, was himself a
musician of high merit. He made it a point to give instruction personally
to young promising artists.